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T HE  portrait  of  Columbus  in  the  Xlinistry  of  Marine,  at  Aladrid,  is  one  of  the  most 
widely  l-cnown  and  most  generally  accepted  portraits  of  Columbus,  and  has 
been  used  more  than  any  other  to  illustrate  biographies  and  volumes  of  history.  It 
is  asserted  to  he  a genuine  portrait  painted  in  1504  or  1505,  at  Seville,  upon  the  return 
of  Columbus  from  his  fourth  and  last  voyage  and  shortly  before  his  death,  hut 
there  is  no  really  reliable  evidence  in  support  of  this  claim.  It  is  believed  by 
some  critics  to  he  a copy  of  the  Giovio  picture,  probably  made  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  sixteenth  century,  and  that  the  artist  took  the  liberty  of  adding  age  and 
signs  of  anxiety  to  the  face  of  the  illustrious  discoverer. 


(STREET  IN  GENOA,  ITALY,  IN  WHICH  COLUMBUS  IS  BELIEVED  TO  HAVE  BEEN  BORN.) 


OLD  SPANISH  CANNON  OF  THE  TIME  OF  COLUMBUS. 

^OLUMBUS  was  the  eldest  son  of  Dominico  Colombo  and  Suzanna  Fontan- 
arossa,  and  was  born  in  Genoa  in  1435.  His  father  was  a wool-comber, 
who  lived  until  two  years  after  the  memorable  discovery  by  his  illustrious  son. 
Columbus  was  educated  at  the  University  of  Pavia.  After  completing  his  educa- 
tion he  worked  for  some  months  in  his  father’s  business,  but  while  still  in  his 
teens  made  his  choice  of  life  and  became  a sailor.  In  1470  he  was  wrecked  at 
sea  and  managed  to  reach  the  Portuguese  coast  on  a plank.  In  Portugal  he 
married  Pelipa  Muriet  Perestrello,  who  died  young,  leaving  him  one  child — a hoy 
who  was  named  Uiego. 
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£ofu-mGu->  before  Hie  C'ontieil. 


(By  V.  IZQUIERDO.) 
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JRING  the  period  that  Columbus  was  urging  his  project  before  the 
King  and  Queen  he  'was  allowed,  through  the  Grand  Cardinal  of 
Spain,  to  present  his  theories  before  a council  of  learned  geographers 
and  astronomers  from  the  University  of  San  Esteban  at  Salamanca.  This  council, 
'which  was  composed  mostly  of  ecclesiastics,  was  by  no  means  unprejudiced, 
nor  were  its  members  disposed  to  abandon  their  pretensions  to  knowledge  with- 
out a struggle.  Columbus  argued  his  point,  hut  was  overwhelmed  with  biblical 
texts,  with  quotations  from  the  great  divines,  and  with  theological  objections.  In 
a word,  his  plans  met  with  anything  but  encouragement  from  this  wise  and 
distinguished  council. 
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PTER  Columbus  had  left  the  Court  at  Cordova,  despairing  of  being  able  to 


secure  the  co-operation  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  he  went  to  Palos,  Spain, 
to  leave  his  little  son  with  his  sister-in-law. 

Landing  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Tinto, 
fatigued  and  hungry,  Columbus  started  for  Palos. 

On  the  way,  he  stopped  at  the  Monastery  of  La 
Rabida  and  asked  the  monks  for  food  and  water 
for  himself  and  child.  It  was  at  this  monastery 
that  Columbus  met  Juan  Perez  de  Marchena, 
formerly  confessor  of  Oueen  Isabella,  who  inter- 
ested himself  greatly,'  in  Columbus’  plans  and 
wrote  in  urgent  terms  on  the  subject  to  the 

Queen.  It  was  this  letter  that  brought  about 

,,  , Cross  erected  where  Columbus  asked 

another  interview  with  the  Queen  at  Granada.  THE  friar  of  the  Monastery 

for  Bread  and  Water. 
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the  summit  of  a low  headland  at  the  junction  of  the  Tinto 
and  Odiel  rivers,  stands,  picturesque  and  solitary,  a mon- 
astery erected  by  the  Moors  in  the  eleventh  century,  and 
intended  for  a fortress.  They  called  it  La  Rabida,  which 
signifies  an  outpost  on  the  frontier.  When  the  Moors  were 
driven  from  Spain,  it  passed  into  the  possession  of  the 
Franciscan  Monks.  It  was  here  that  Columbus  stopped  to 
ask;  for  bread  and  water.  Within  its  walls  he  spent  many 
months,  while  preparing  for  his  voyage  of  discovery. 


Castle  at  Santo  Domingo  in 
which  Columbus  was 
Imprisoned. 
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(Bv  M.  CRESPO,  MADRID,  1883.) 


\ FTER  Columbus  had  presented  himself  at  Granada  there  was  a conference 
^ at  court  concerning  his  plans,  and  it  was  again  decided  to  reject  them. 
When  he  was  informed  of  the  decision,  Columbus  mounted  his  mule  and 
started  for  Palos,  intending  to  take  his  child  and  go  to  Prance  where  he  hoped 
to  receive  greater  encouragement.  After  his  departure,  the  Marchioness  de  Aloja, 
Luis  Santangel,  and  other  friends  of  the  Queen,  prevailed  upon  her  to  reconsider 
the  decision.  A messenger  was  sent  to  recall  Columbus,  and  overtook  him  at 
the  bridge  of  Pinos,  two  leagues  from  Granada.  Columbus  returned  to  court  and 
was  again  introduced  by  Luis  Santangel  to  the  Queen,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Marchioness  de  Moja.  It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  the  voyage  cost  the  Queen  of 
Spain  1,140,000  maravedis,  and  276  maravedis  is  equal  to  $1.00  of  the  present  day. 


By  A.  MUNOZ  DEGRAIN.) 


QUEEX  ISABELLA.,  becoming  impatient  at  the  iridiffer 
towards  the  plans  of  Columbus,  offered,  to  pawn 
expense  of  the  voyage;  but  Luis  Santangel,  the  Receiver 
of  the  Ecclesiastical  Revenues  of  the  Kingdom,  agreed  to 
advance  the  necessary  funds  from  the  Church  treasury, 
and  he  was  afterwards  repaid  by  the  proceeds  of  the 
gold  brought  by  Columbus  from  the  New  World. 


e n ce  of  King  Eerdinand 
her  jewels  to  pay  the 


Fac-simile  of  Queen  Isabella's 
Jewel  Case. 





tffic  Santa  911  a z i a. 


(EXACT  REPRODUCTION  OF  THE  SHIP  IN  WHICH  COLUMBUS  SAILED.) 


THE  caravels  in  which  Columbus  sailed  were  reproduced  for  the  World’s  Colum- 
bian Exposition  at  the  joint  expense  of  the  governments  of  Spain  and  the 
United  States.  The  plans  and  models  were  made  by  a commission  of  Spanish 
Naval  Architects  and  Archaeologists  who,  after  several  months  of  study  and 
deliberation,  decided  upon  the  design  finally  adopted. 

The  caravel  Santa  Maria,  which  was  the  flagship  of  Columbus,  belonged 
to  Juan  de  la  Cosa,  and  was  lost  upon  the  northern  coast  of  San  Domingo  on 
Christmas  Day,  1492,  through  the  carelessness  of  the  man  at  the  wheel. 

The  Nina  and  Pinta,  the  smaller  vessels  of  the  fleet, 
belonged  to  the  Pinzon  brothers  of  Palos,  who  accom- 
panied Columbus  on  his  voyage,  in  charge  of  them. 

The  Santa  Maria  was  63  feet  in  length  over  all,  51  feet 
along  her  lceel,  20  feet  beam,  and  ioj^  feet  in  depth. 

'J'HEHE  Has  always  been  a dispute  as  to  the  place  where  Columbus 
first  lauded  ou  American  soil,  but  the  highest  authorities  favor 
Watlings  Island,  because  it  answers  more  closely 
tlian  any  other  to  the  description  given  by  Colum- 
bus in  his  journal.  It  lies  in  latitude  -3°  52'  and 
longitude  740  48'  west  from  Greenwich,  and  is 
one  of  the  Bahamas.  It  is  13  miles  long,  from  <5 
to  7 miles  wide,  and  has  an  area  of  about  60 
\ square  miles,  about  half  of  which  is  covered  by 
lagoons. 


WATLINGS  ISLAN  D.  — Landing-place  of  Columbus, 


‘'T'cpar  turc. 
(By  A.  GISBERT.) 


Nina.  Santa  Maria.  P nta. 

CARAVELS  ON  THEIR  WAY  ACROSS  THE  ATLANTIC. 


QOLUMBUS  sailed  from  Palos  on  the  3d  of  August, 
1492,  half  an  hour  before  sunrise.  The  day  was 
Friday.  It  was  chosen  by  Columbus  as  it  was  the 
day  of  Redemption,  and  also  the  anniversary  of  the 
delivery  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  by  Godfrey  de  Bouillon. 
The  standard  of  the  cross  was  raised  on  the  top  mast 
of  the  vessel,  and  the  image  of  the  virgin  was  nailed 
to  the  mainmast.  Bather  Juan  Perez  de  Marchena 


Anchor  of  Columbus  in  the 

POSSESSION  OF  THE  LATIN 

American  Bureau. 


gave  Columbus  his  blessing  and  a good-by. 


£civv5ivig  of  GofumCuo. 

(Bv  GABRINI.) 


JT  is  said  that  when  Columbus  landed  on  the  soil  of  the  new  ■world  he  pro- 
claimed formal  possession  in  the  name  of  the  Sovereigns  of  Spain,  and  then, 
according  to  early  writers,  he  knelt  and  offered  the  following  prayer: 

“O  Lord,  Eternal  and  Almighty  God,  by  Thy  sacred  word  Thou  hast  created 
the  heavens,  the  earth  and  the  sea;  blessed  and  glorified  be  Thy  name,  and 
praised  by  Thy  majesty,  who  has  deigned  to  use  Thy  humble  servant  to  make 
Thy  sacred  name  known  and  pro- 
claimed in  the  other  part  of  the 
world.” 


JT  is  related  that  one  of  the  first  acts  of 
Columbus  after  his  landing,  -was  to  have 
mass  celebrated  1 >y  the  priests  accompany- 
ing his  expedition,  and  t lie  natives  looked 
upon  the  ceremony  with  great  awe  and 
interest.  The  accompanying  picture  is  bor- 
rowed from  a very  old  book  published  by 
Theodore  de  Bry,  in  which  the  story  is  related. 


FIRST  MASS  IN  THE  NEW  WORLD. 


i u in pi°t a lit"  cHctuTi-i. 

(By  R.  BALACA,  1874.) 
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T T PON  his  return  to  Spain  after  the  discovery  of  the  new  world,  Columbus  was 
^ received  by  the  I£ing  and  Oueen  at  Barcelona.  About  the  middle  ot  April 
he  entered  the  city,  escorted  by  a brilliant  cavalcade  that  had  gone  out  to  meet 
him.  His  Indians,  arrayed  in  their  native  costume,  led  the  procession.  Follow* 
ing  them  were  the  sailors  bearing  trophies  of  the  voyage,  including  forty  parrots 
and  other  birds  of  gorgeous  plumage,  the  skins  of  animals  hitherto  unknown, 

and  articles  of  gold  and  other  ornaments  secured 
by  barter.  On  horseback,  surrounded  by  the  chiv- 
alry of  Spain,  rode  the  great  Admiral,  receiving 
with  dignified  simplicity  the  ovations  of  the  people. 
Ferdinand  and  Isabella  received  him,  seated  upon 
thrones  under  a canopy  of  brocaded  gold. 


^FTER  his  return  from  his  first  voyage,  it  is  reported  toy 
some  historians  that  Columbus  went  to  the  shrine  of 
the  Virgin,  at  Sienna,  Italy,  and  there  left,  as  a votive 
offering,  a sword,  a gun,  a helmet,  a shield,  and  part  of  the 
vertebrae  of  a whale.  These  articles  still  remain  there,  and 
are  exhibited. 


Votive  Offerings  left  by  Columbus  at 
the  Shrine  of  the  Virgin,  at 
Sienna,  Italy. 


£ofu-m&W'>  tecUincj  fi i ^ Clbucuturo. 

(Ey  F.  JOVER,  MADRID.) 


J JAVING  been  seated  b>'  the  Queen,  Columbus  was  asked  to  relate  his  adven- 
tures, which  he  did  with  great  eloquence,  making  a profound  impression 
upon  the  Queen. 


CROWN,  MACE,  MISSAL,  AND  SWORD  OF  QUEEN  ISABELLA, 


'TSfic  ‘DeaH’t  c(i'  9Itaij  20,  1506. 

(By  F.  ORTEGO.  ORIGINAL  IN  NATIONAL  GALLERY,  MADRID.) 


Columbus'  last  words : “ Into  Thy  hands,  O Lord,  I commit  my  spirit." 


p o fERENf 


^ I 'HE  house  in  which  Columhus  died  at  Valladolid,  Spain,  was  at  that  time 
an  inn  of  the  lowest  class,  for  he  had  no  means  to  pay  for  better  lodgings. 
In  fact,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  the  King  shortly  before  his  death,  he  wrote  that 
he  was  a beggar  in  the  streets,  with  no  money  to  buy  even  food. 

No  official  notice  was  taken  of  the  death  of  Columbus,  and  there  is  no  record 
of  the  fact  until  27  days  after,  whei'L  some  clerk  endorsed  a letter  from  Columbus 
to  the  King  with  the  words:  “The  within  Admiral  is  dead.” 


Leaden  Case. 


rest  in  Spanish  soil.  In  1877,  when  the  cathedral 
was  repaired,  there  were  discovered  two  coffins. 
One  of  them  bore  inscriptions  which,  if  genuine, 
prove  that  the  remains  of  some  other  person 
were  transported  to  Havana.  The  bones  there 
found  are  enclosed  in  a leaden  box,  which  is 
kept  in  a case  made  of  satin  -wood  and  glass, 
and  sealed  with  broad  white  ribbons. 


pOLU  VI F3US  was  buried  originally^  in  the  Cartuja  Convent  near  Seville,  but  bis  remains  were 
removed  to  Santo  Domingo  in  1540.  with  those  of  his  son  Diego  and  his  brother  Bartholomew, 
and  placed  in  the  cathedral.  In  1705  when  Spain  ceded  Santo  Domingo  to  the  French,  what  were 
supposed  to  be  the  remains  of  the  discoverer  were  removed  to  Havana,  in  order  that  they  might 


Satin  Wood  Case  in  which  the 
Bones  of  Columbus 

ARE  KEPT. 


^pHE  Duke  of  Veragua  is  the  living 

seating  tlie  tenth  generation  from  tlie 
discoverer  through  the  daughter  of 
Columbus’  son  Diego.  His  name  and 
titles  are:  Don  Christopher  Columbus 
de  la  Cerda,  Duke  of  Veragua,  Marques 
de  la  Jamaica,  Almirante,  A d elan  tad  o 
Alayor  de  los  Indias,  Grandee  of  Spain 
of  the  first  class,  and  Senator  for  life 
in  his  own  right.  He  has  filled  many 
prominent  positions  in  Spain,  and 
has  made  himself  famous  hy  his  en- 
terprise and  spirit  of  progress.  He 
lias  a son  about  eighteen  years  old, 
who  will  inherit  his  property  and 
titles. 
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